
On Opportunities 
"How Much I Missed, Simply Because I Was Afraid of Missing It."  -Paulo Coelho 

Harvest the Day 
 

To get the most out of whatever life throws at you, be willing to act. To stand idly by is to 
watch life and its opportunities pass you by, to be an observer instead of an active participant in 
life. There are risks with taking action, that is true. But the greatest risk of all is the regret that 
comes from standing still, frozen by fear as life slips away.1 

 
Know that each day you work at what you’ve set your mind to is an advantage gained. 

See this as a steady accumulation of advantages that compound over time. Separate yourself 
from the masses and find the strength and presence of mind to seize the opportunities that come 
your way: This is how outliers are created.2 
 

Whether you meet with good or ill fortune, do not associate it with the popular term 
“luck.” Develop the maturity of mind to accept the things that happen to you as the result of your 
past sowing, it is the harvest of the things you have planted for yourself. Define luck as 
opportunity meeting the prepared. Keep a firm belief that opportunity wastes no time with the 
unprepared. Good luck waits for those who accepts opportunity.3 
 

Where it Lies 
 

Opportunities can most often be found during periods of transition from one era to 
another. Think of all the wealth that was produced during the Industrial Revolution in the 19th 
century and the Technology Boom during the late 20th up to the current 21st century. Names 
such as Rockefeller and Carnegie come to mind for the former and Gates and Zuckerberg for the 
latter. It is during these times that new ways of doing things appear, and with new methods come 
new demands to satiate. Those that meet these demands reap the rewards.4 As the ages change, 
go with the tide. There is an abundance of opportunity for those who will go with the tide instead 
of trying to swim against it.5  
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Analyze what the titans of business are providing and gain a deeper understanding of 
what mass of consumers want. A gap is an opportunity to be capitalized upon; the bigger the gap, 
the bigger the opportunity. Treating gaps as opportunities will not only satisfy current buyers, but 
unlock entirely new markets. Take the sharing economy for example: Lower prices have 
attracted former taxi patrons to Uber and Lyft, while new markets appeared in the form of people 
that want to drive part-time to earn money and commuters who previously took buses or drove. 
Opportunities in the form of unfulfilled needs lie everywhere. Open your mind to them and they 
will appear.6 
 
Takeaway: Opportunities do not stand still, so have the presence of mind to seize them when 
found. You may not be right, but know that being right just once can be all that is needed to give 
you all you want in life.  
 

1. “30 Lessons for Living”  -Karl Pillemer 
2. “Outliers”  -Malcolm Gladwell 
3. “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People”  -Stephen Covey 
4. “Self-Reliance”  -Ralph Waldo Emerson 
5. “Relentless: From Good to Great to Unstoppable”  -Tim S. Grover 
6. “Millionaire Fastlane”  -MJ Demarco 
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